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SYNOPSIS 

1981, North America: it’s a mere 7 years since homosexuality has officially been de-classified as a mental 
illness by the American Psychiatric Association; and it’s 3 years since the assassination of Harvey Milk. 
Yet, there is progress and a feeling of gay liberation in the air: sexuality shamed for centuries, millennia, 
is finally able to flex its muscles and celebrate itself.  
 
But these halcyon days lasted only a few years because suddenly a deadly new disease was killing gay 
men.  Initially called the ‘gay plague,’ this syndrome would become a shocking illustration of the 
entrenched homophobia of the time – literally thousands of gay men would die before the mainstream 
media, or governments, paid proper attention to -- and spent resources on -- the disease.  
 
Killing Patient Zero will explore this gay holocaust by telling the story of Gaetan Dugas, notoriously (and 
erroneously) known as ‘patient zero,’ thanks to Randy Shilts’ groundbreaking 1987 book on the AIDS 
epidemic, And The Band Played On. In Shilts’ work, Dugas comes across as a psychopath, willfully 
infecting other gay men. 
 
By exploring how Dugas’ infamy came about, Killing Patient Zero will also be a psychological portrait of 
the gay women and men of this era – clarifying both how they coped and the insidious ways in which 
homophobia – both external and internal – challenged all homosexuals of this generation, and indeed, 
continues to do so now.  
 
Unlike many gay men in the 1970s, however, Quebecois flight attendant Dugas was openly and 
unashamedly gay. He was also one of the first 57 AIDS cases reported to the Center for Disease Control 
(the CDC) in Atlanta. Unlike the other men on their radar, Dugas was able to provide the names of 72 of 
his former sex partners – and in so doing, landed in the middle of the CDC’s famous Cluster Study, 
where, as Patient O (as in the letter, ‘O,’ for ‘Out of California’) he was soon incorrectly referred to as 
‘Patient Zero.’ 

The legacy of the patient zero story cannot be overestimated – it reinforced the negative stereotype of a 
white, promiscuous, oversexed gay man, who is often still cited as an example of a sociopath.  
 
Based on Richard McKay’s groundbreaking book, Patient Zero and the Making of the AIDS Epidemic, this 
feature documentary will clear Dugas of being anything other than a highly sexually active gay man, 
someone who – like hundreds of other gay men – refused to be re-pathologized by the scientists and 
doctors of the time.  
 
We have conducted 40 interviews with friends and colleagues of both Dugas and Shilts (including Shilts’ 
longtime editor, the publisher of Band, Michael Denneny, who accepts responsibility for serializing the 
patient zero story to promote the book), doctors who were on the front lines of the emerging epidemic 
(who are characters in Band) as well as the international team of researchers whose recent work has 
proven (from an old CDC sample of Dugas’ blood) that Dugas was most definitely not patient zero. We 
have also interviewed gay men and women who lived through that terrible time, most notably, Fran 
Lebowitz.  
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CAST LIST 

Richard McKay – Author or “Patient Zero and the making of the AIDS Epidemic” 
 
Michael Denneny – Publisher/editor of “And The Band Played On” and friend of Randy Shilts 
 
William W. Darrow - Central to our story. Creator of The Cluster Study, which was a key step in studying 
the spread of AIDS and lead to the epidemiological phrase “Patient 0”. 
 
Steve Newman – Boyfriend of Randy Shilts during the time of writing “And the Band ….” 
 
Ray Redford – Close friend and ex-lover of Gaetan Dugas; spent time with his family 
 
Rand Gaynor - Took one of the most famous pictures of Gaetan Dugas and was a close friend. 
 
Fran Lebowitz – Author/public speaker and longtime resident of New York City and provides insights in 
NYC before and after the epidemic 
 
Dr. Michael Worobey - Scientist who did blood work in 2016 that scientifically “cleared” Gaetan Dugas’s 
name. 
 
Dr. Thomas D. Watts - Scientist who did blood work in 2016 that scientifically “cleared” Gaetan Dugas’s 
name. 
 
Dr. Marcus Conant - key dermatologist to first ID Kaposi Sarcoma in gay men; 
 
Richard Berkowitz – Gay rights activist/advocate provides commentary on gay issues and struggles on 
the onset of liberation 
 
B. Ruby Rich – Journalist providing commentary on gay rights and societal issues around rights and the 
epidemic 
 
Dr. Andrew Moss – Epidemiologist on the forefront of the crisis in San Francisco 
 
John Greyson - Director of feature length movie “Zero Patience”. 
 
Brian Willoughby - One of the physicians for Gaetan Dugas when based in Vancouver 
 
Gaetane Urevig – Colleague of Gaetan’s 
 
Ross Murray – Former lover of Gaetan 
 
Dr. Lawrence Mass - Wrote the first article on AIDS in May 1981. 
 
Elaine Watson - Flight attendant who worked with Gaetan Dugas. 
 
Richard Bisson - Flight attendant who worked with Gaetan Dugas. 
 
Brian Freeman – Gay activist who also lived through the AIDS crisis. 
 
Dr. James W. Curran – Retired Centre for Disease Control and Prevention who participated in the initial 
explorations of the virus. 
 
Piere-Claude Levaque - Gay flight attendant who used to work with Gaetan Dugas. 
 
Tim McCaskell - Longtime AIDS activist in Toronto. 



 
R.M. Vaughan - Gay journalist who can discuss Randy Shilts as a gay journalist and also lived through 
this period. 

 
Dr. Christos Tsoukas - Treated Gaetan Dugas. 
 
Dr. Jacques Pepin - Historian on AIDS and can talk about the origins of the disease. 
 
Marie Wadden- Canadian reporter who was hired by CBS to contact Dugas family when the story broke; 
she instead protected them and kept their privacy. 
 
Matthew Hays - Lived through the AIDS crisis and is also a gay journalist who can provide some insight 
into Randy Shilts as another gay journalist. 
 
Noah Stewart - Knew Gaetan Dugas well while he was in Vancouver and a founding member of AIDS 
Vancouver. 
 
Michael Welsh - Part of the AIDS Vancouver health organization and spoke out about the Patient Zero 
story. 
 
Andrew Stoner - Author of Randy Shilts biography 
 
Ken Maley - Ken had been involved in the political organizing in the University system and had 
connections to Reagan. He was also part of the launch of Armistead M and Randy Shilts. 
 
Susan Sward - Colleague of Randy Shilts at The Chronicle. 
 
Douglas Crimp - Wrote a piece titled “Randy Shilts: Miserable Failure” 
 
Dr. Harold Jaffe – Retired from Centre for Disease Control who worked with Dr. Curran at CDC during 
the onset of the epidemic 
 

Ed Lee – Member of AIDS Vancouver 
 
Gordon Price – A founding member of AIDS Vancouver 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 
LAURIE LYND (DIRECTOR) 
 
Laurie Lynd is a film and television writer/director based in Toronto.   
 
Lynd’s second feature Breakfast With Scot starring Tom Cavanagh and Ben Shenkman premiered at 
TIFF and in the US at The Museum of Modern Art (MOMA), and has won Audience Favourite Awards at 
dozens of film festivals. Scot won the 2008 DGC award for Best Family Feature.  
 
House, Lynd’s first feature, starred Daniel MacIvor; Lynd also directed the musical shorts The Fairy Who 
Didn’t Want To Be A Fairy Anymore (Genie winner for Best Dramatic Short) and RSVP, which features a 
vocal performance by Jessye Norman, and was named one of 9 iconic queer Canadian films by the CFC 
in 2018. All three films were selected for both TIFF and SUNDANCE.  

Lynd’s recent television work includes directing 6 eps of Schitt’s Creek Season 5. Previous television 
directing includes the BBC mini-series I Was A Rat, starring Tom Conti and Academy Award Winner 
Brenda Fricker; For Love & Honor (Hallmark); Dear Viola (UP TV); Open Heart starring Megan 
Follows; Virtual Mom starring Debbie Reynolds and Sheila McCarthy, as well as multiple episodes of 
Hallmark’s Good Witch; Shaftesbury’s Murdoch Mysteries; Fresh TV’s My Babysitter’s a 
Vampire; Breakthrough’s The Adventures of Napkin Man; MTV/Logo’s Noah’s Arc; CTV’s Degrassi: The 
Next Generation and Showtime’s Queer As Folk.  
  
Lynd also produced John Greyson’s award-wining short, The Making of ‘Monsters’ which was given an 
anniversary screening in Berlin in 2019.  
 

 
COREY RUSSELL (PRODUCER) 
 
Corey Russell is known primarily for producing award-winning feature documentaries and documentary 
series. His recent credits include the feature documentary Names on the Cup, which was narrated by 
Kiefer Sutherland. Prior to that was the doc Rush: Time Stand Still about the legendary rockers’ final tour 
and was narrated by Paul Rudd. This film won the Canadian Screen Award for Best Arts Documentary. 
He is currently producing, a documentary about 80s female band The Go-Go’s, with Alison Ellwood 
(History of the Eagles) directing, for Showtime and Universal Music Group. 
 
He co-founded Fadoo Productions in 2012 which initially focused on sports-themed and music 
programming. In 2013, Fadoo produced the Clockwork Angels concert film for the legendary rock bank 
Rush. The DVD debuted on the Billboard charts at No. 1. Also, their documentary chronicling the 
beginnings of the Toronto Blue Jays, What If: the Untold Story of Toronto’s Baseball Giants won the 
Canadian Screen Award for Best Sports Program or Series. Their other documentary Pantload: 25 
Years of Primetime Sports was nominated in the same category.  
 

 

 

 


